
 

Dear Beloved Parishioner (s), 
 

Holy Cross appears to be growing in all directions. As your priest 

and teacher, I am truly grateful and thankful for these mighty bless-
ings! 
 

In Paulôs letter to the Thessalonians, he is thankful and grateful for 
the church in Thessalonica, particularly for its support of his minis-
try. He encourages the church to focus on the interior life, not the 
temporal blessings.  Paulôs desire is that the church will grow in 
Christian character and holiness.  This is my desire too:  That our 

parish will continue to be a friendly place to ñencourage one another 
and build one another upò (I Thessalonians 5.11).  Certainly, at Holy 
Cross, ñwealth has increasedò, but óset not your heart upon itò (Psalm 
62).  Our hearts should be focused on building the interior life of 
piety which leads to holiness.  This is something our culture does not 
always comprehend. Our culture is set on a course of 15 minute 
thrills, creature comforts, and instant gratification.  
 

 As Christians, weôre called to lead a very different life within that 
very culture which says, ñBe a rock star!ò Therefore, weôre to engage 
it with the hope of the gospel.  H. Richard Niebuhr in Christ and 
Culture says, ñsecular society, dominated by the ólust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes and the pride of lifeò is a society ñwith its sensuality, 
superficiality and pretentiousness, its materialism and its egoismé
that is concerned with temporal and passing values, whereas Christ 
has words of eternal life.ò  The Church has so much to offer our cul-

ture: the meaning and purpose of life, how to make sense out of pain 
and suffering, and how to experience joy in all aspects of life.  Con-
temporary culture says ñindulge in yourselfò-- Christ says, ñCome 
unto me all who travail and are heavy laden and I will refresh you.ò  
When was the last time you saw an advertisement extolling the vir-
tues of the product? Most advertisers know theyôre not selling prod-
ucts; they are trying to sell ideas and values. (Iôm looking for a mean-
ingful relationship and I found it at Saks Fifth Avenue!)  For in-
stance, products are often paired with beautiful people who are 

laughing and enjoying life at the fullest!  I was at Food Lion the other 
day and one of the delivery truckôs slogan was ñfood is fun.ò  I 
thought food was for nutrition!  
 

We have much to do at Holy Cross.  The need to continue to reach 
out and spread the good news of the gospel is pressing upon us.  One 
way to equip ourselves is a renewed commitment to the daily office 

(prayer & reading Scripture), study, and a willingness to participate 
in the life and ministry of the parish.  The third prayer for mission 
found in Morning Prayer I (BCP, 58) summarizes this charge: ñLord 
Jesus Christ, who didst stretch out thine arms of love on the hard 
wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of thy 
saving embrace: So clothe us in thy Spirit that we, reaching forth our 
hands in love, may bring those who do not know thee to the knowl-
edge and love of thee; for the honor of thy Name. Amen.ò   
 

Never fail to remember that God can do infinitely more that we can 
ask or imagine! 
 
 

In the hope of the resurrection, 
 

Fr. Tommy+ 

Church of the Holy Cross 

335 N. Kings Hwy. (Hwy. 261) 

Sumter, SC  29154 
 

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Youth Activities 
Mark your calendars! 

For more information, call the Church Office 

 
May 9th @ 7:00 p.m. 

MOVIE NITE:  TIME BANDITS 
 

June 19ñ21 
WHITE WATER RAFTING TRIP 

(see insert in newsletter) 
 

JULY 6 @ 1 p.m. 
CHARLESTON: Catechesis of the Good Shep-

herd (for Adults interested in teaching youth) 
 

JULY 21-25 
V B S:  Godõs Big Backyard  

The Sanctus Crucis 
May 2008 Newsletter  

Church of the Holy Cross, Stateburg, SC 

335 North Kings Highway (Hwy. 261 N), Sumter, South Carolina  29154 

Phone: (803) 494-8101  Fax: (803) 494-8106  E-mail:  holycross@ftc-i.net 

 
The Rt. Rev. Mark J. Lawrence,  XIV Bishop of South Carolina 

The Rev. Thomas W. Allen, Rector 
Glen Sutherland, Youth and Education 

Jane Luther Smith, Pianist 
Susannah B. Smith, Parish Administrator 

Volume I, No. 4      Published monthly by the Church of the Holy Cross, Stateburg, SC 

 

Worship Schedule  
 

SUNDAY MORNING 
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion Solemn Rite I    

9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
*11:00 a.m. Holy Communion Rite I   
   *Nursery provided for birth to 5 year olds for  

Sunday School  and 11:00 service  
 

     

MID-WEEK SERVICES 
(Tuesday through Thursday) 

Morning Prayer: 9:00 a.m.  
Evening Prayer:  5:00 p.m.  

 

Holy Communion Rite I:   
Wednesdays at 12:00 noon   

 

Holy Communion and Healing Service  
Noon:  Last Wednesday of each month  


